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Foreword

The Chatham Islands are a unique community, isolated by 850 kilometres from New
Zealand. The islands, situated in the South Pacific Ocean, are a territory whose
continued welfare and viability is interconnected with the sustainable management of
its natural and physical resource base, which perhaps provides to a greater extent
than anywhere else in New Zealand, the livelihood of the vast majority of the
islanders.

Depletion of these resources and a lack of control of them by islanders, has, and is
continuing to lead to threats to the viability of the community, exacerbated by the
remoteness and sparse population of the Islands.

The resource management document reflects the environmental outcomes desired by
the community in terms of its resources base. While the document cannot directly
address political, social, or economic issues such as those alluded to above the
environmental outcomes should be seen in the context of an overall framework for the
islands. This framework can be expressed in terms of a “vision”.

The vision for the future is how the community wants the islands to be in 10-20 years
time, to ensure its viability. The important elements of such a vision for the Chathams
are considered to be the following:

people promoted as a valuable resource

moderate increase in population

maintain as a safe/secure, friendly and relaxed place to live and bring up children

community feeling/pride and closeness

promote as clean, green place to live and visit, hold on to remaining indigenous

bush and avoid water pollution

benefits from use of resources channelled back into the Island economy

¢ diversification in economy - aquaculture, forestry and organic produce processed
on the Islands

e promote eco-tourism, and beauty of islands, retaining character and not
overwhelming residents’ lifestyles

e recognise distinctive cultures on the islands

Summarising this, the vision for the Chatham Islands in the next millennium is:

e Largely in control of its own destiny

e Marketing high quality, uncontaminated goods (fish, farm produce and wood) and
services (eco-tourism and knowledge that rare species are protected) to the world

e Meeting the needs of an increasing population in a way which minimises the
difficulties of isolation, values its heritage and retains a sustainable clean
environment and distinctive lifestyle.

P F Smith
Mayor



How to Use the Chatham Islands
Resource Management Document

The Chatham Islands Resource Management Document is made up of a single
volume which contains all the information that you will require, including the planning

maps.

1. To find out how the document affects a property.

Steps: (i)

(ii)

(iif)

(v)

Turn to Part 8 and find the area you are interested in on the map index.

Find the property on the appropriate map - the legend explains the
symbols on the map and will indicate the management area the property
is in. The property may also be affected by notations such as a heritage
site, natural hazard site etc.

Go to Part 5 - Management Areas, and check through the rules in each
area to find the permitted activities and relevant conditions. It is
important to note that in every management area, except the coastal
marine area, that if an activity is not limited by a rule then it is allowed
without resource consent. Within the coastal marine area, you generally
may not carry out activities unless a rule states that you may.

If after reading the rules your activity is permitted and complies with all
relevant conditions then you can proceed without resource consent
(other consents may still however be required - such as a building
consent, Ministry of Fisheries licences etc).

If the activity is not permitted, a resource consent is required from
Council. The objectives and policies set out in Parts 4 and 5 are relevant
to a decision on a resource consent. Part 2 sets out the background
information on how to apply for a resource consent.

2. To find out if you can carry out a particular activity, say building a house or
opening a business.

Steps: (i)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

If you have a site in mind, refer to steps (i) - (v) above.

If you do not then refer to Part 5 in particular, to give you some idea if the
activity is an appropriate one.

Once the general area or site is identified, read through the rules in Part
5 to identify if the activity is permitted.

If the activity is permitted, resource consent is not required (See 1(iv)
above).

If the activity is not permitted, then a resource consent is required (See
1(v) above).



Chatham Islands Resource Management Documen
Chatham Islands Council '

The Chatham [slands Council Resource Management Document was prepared by the Chatham Islands
Council under the Resource Management Act 1991 and the Chatham Islands Council Act 1995.

The Chatham Islands Council approved that part of the Document that is not part of the coastal
marine arca and adopted that part of the Document in the coastal marine area in accordance with
Clauses 17 and 18 of the First Schedule of the Resource Management Act 1991 and Section 26 of
the Chatham Islands Council Act 1995.

DATED at Waitangi this 15" day of June 2000

SIGNED by the CHATHAM ISLANDS COUNCIL by the affixing of its common seal in presence
of '

T C‘ Melville (General Manager)

The Minister of Conservation approved that part of the document relating to the coastal marine area by
signing it in accordance with Section 26 of the Chatham Islands Council Act 1995.

LR b*()
of Conservation) DATED (Ql \{

The Chatham Islands Resoarce Management Document became operative on

th
the 24 day of j:muqrj 2001.



Chatham Islands Resource Management Document

Contents

PART 1 INTRODUCTION PAGE
1.1 OVERVIEW 1
1.2 STRUCTURE OF THE DOCUMENT 2
1.3 THE MANAGEMENT ENVIRONMENT 3
14 CONTEXT OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ON THE ISLANDS 8

2. 4
2.1 THE COUNCIL'S FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 9
2.2 INVOLVEMENT OF TANGATA WHENUA 10
2.3 IWI STATEMENT 11
24 DuTty TO COMPLY 11
25 METHODS 11
2.6 CATEGORIES OF ACTIVITIES 13
2.7 TYPES OF RESOURCE CONSENT 13
2.8 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES 14
29 EXISTING USES 14
2.10  INFORMATION TO BE SUPPLIED 14
2.11 NOTIFICATION 14
2.12 NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE 15
2.13  SUBMISSIONS 15
2.14  HEARINGS 16
2.15 FEES 16
2.16  DESIGNATIONS 16
2.17  HERITAGE ORDERS 17
2.18  CHANGES TO THE DOCUMENT 17
2.19 REVIEW OF THE DOCUMENT 17
2.20  MONITORING 18

3. 19
3.1 INTRODUCTION 19
3.2 SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT AND CHATHAM COMMUNITY VALUES 19
3.3 IwiI PERSPECTIVE 20
34 WATER RESOURCES 20
3.5 COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 22
3.6 NATURAL FEATURES 25
3.7 HERITAGE ITEMS 26
3.8 PuBLIC ACCESS TO AND ALONG THE COASTAL MARINE AREA, LAKES AND RIVERS ------ 27
3.9 RISk FROM NATURAL HAZARDS 28
3.10 HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 29
3.11 AR QUALITY 30
3.12  AMENITY VALUES 30
3.13  UTILITIES AND SERVICES 31

4. TERRITORY WIDE OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 33
4.1 THE Iwi 33
4.2 WATER RESOURCES 34
4.3 COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 40
4.4 INDIGENOUS VEGETATION AND HABITATS OF FAUNA 42
4.5 LANDSCAPES AND NATURAL FEATURES 45
4.6 HERITAGE ITEMS 46
4.7 PuBLIC ACCESS TO AND ALONG THE COASTAL MARINE AREA, RIVERS AND LAKES ------- 48
4.8 NATURAL HAZARDS 49
4.9 AIR QUALITY 51

Chatham Islands Page i Operative

Resource Management Document



410 HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 51

411 WASTE MANAGEMENT 53
412 SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT 54
413 DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 58

PART 5 MANAGEMENT AREAS

1.1 OVERVIEW 1
1.2 STRUCTURE OF THE DOCUMENT 2
1.2.1  Heritage Sites 3
1.3 THE MANAGEMENT ENVIRONMENT 3
1.3.1  Location and Physical Description 3
1.3.2 Geology 5
1.3.3 Climate 5
1.3.4 Flora and Fauna 5
1.3.5 History 6
1.3.6  Population and Settlement 7
1.3.7  Economic Activity 7
14 CONTEXT OF RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ON THE ISLANDS 8
2. 4
2.1 THE COUNCIL’S FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 9
2.1.1  Purpose of the Act (Section 5) 9
2.1.2  Matters of National Importance (Section 6) 9
2.1.3 Other Matters (Section 7) 10
2.1.4 Treaty of Waitangi (Section 8) 10
2.1.5 Other Documents 10
2.2 INVOLVEMENT OF TANGATA WHENUA 10
2.3 IwlI STATEMENT 11
24 DuTty TO COMPLY 11
25 METHODS 11
2.6 CATEGORIES OF ACTIVITIES 13
2.7 TYPES OF RESOURCE CONSENT 13
2.8 SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES 14
2.9 EXISTING USES 14
2.10  INFORMATION TO BE SUPPLIED 14
2.1 NOTIFICATION 14
2.12  NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE 15
2.13  SUBMISSIONS 15
2.14  HEARINGS 16
215 FEES 16
2.16  DESIGNATIONS 16
2.17  HERITAGE ORDERS 17
2.18  CHANGES TO THE DOCUMENT 17
219  REVIEW OF THE DOCUMENT 17
2.20 MONITORING 18
3 19
3.1 INTRODUCTION 19
3.2 SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT AND CHATHAM COMMUNITY VALUES 19
3.2.1 Background 19
3.2.2 Issues 19
3.3 Iwl PERSPECTIVE 20
3.3.1  Background 20
3.3.2 Issues 20
34 WATER RESOURCES 20
3.4.1  Background 20
3.4.2 Issues 22
3.5 COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 22
3.5.1 Background 22
3.5.2 The Issues 25
3.6 NATURAL FEATURES 25
Chatham Islands Page ii Operative

Resource Management Document



3.6.1  Background 25

3.6.2 Issues 26
3.7 HERITAGE ITEMS 26
3.7.1  Background 26
3.7.2 Issues 27
3.8 PuBLIC ACCESS TO AND ALONG THE COASTAL MARINE AREA, LAKES AND RIVERS ------ 27
3.8.1  Background 27
3.8.2 Issues 28
3.9 RISk FROM NATURAL HAZARDS 28
3.9.1  Background 28
3.9.2 Issues 29
3.10  HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 29
3.10.1 Overview 29
3.10.2  Issues 30
3.11 AR QUALITY 30
3.11.1 Background 30
3.11.2 Issues 30
3.12  AMENITY VALUES 30
3.12.1 Background 30
3.12.2  Issues 31
3.13  UTILITIES AND SERVICES 31
3.13.1 Background 31
3.13.2 Issues 32

4. TERRITORY WIDE OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 33
4.1 THE Iwi 33
4.1.1  Objective — Management of Resources 33
4.1.2  Policies 33
4.1.3 Methods 33
4.1.4  Anticipated Environmental Results 34
4.2 WATER RESOURCES 34
4.2.1  Objective — Water Quantity 34
4.2.2 Objective — Natural Character of Lakes, Rivers and Wetlands and their Margins36
4.2.3  Objective — Water Quality 37
4.2.4  Objective — Te Whanga 38
43 COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 40
4.3.1  Objective - Natural Character 40
4.3.2 Objective - Coastal Water Quality 41
4.3.3  Anticipated Environmental Results 42
44 INDIGENOUS VEGETATION AND HABITATS OF FAUNA 42
4.4.1  Objective - Significant Areas of Indigenous Vegetation and Habitats -------------- 42
4.4.2 Policies 43
4.4.3 Methods 43
4.4.4  Anticipated Environmental Results 44
45 LANDSCAPES AND NATURAL FEATURES 45
4.5.1  Objective - Outstanding Landscapes and Natural Features 45
4.5.2 Policies 45
4.5.3 Methods 45
4.5.4  Anticipated Environmental Results 46
4.6 HERITAGE ITEMS 46
4.6.1 Objective - Places and Sites of Heritage Values 46
4.6.2 Policies 46
4.6.3 Methods 47
4.6.4  Anticipated Environmental Results 47
47 PuBLIC ACCESS TO AND ALONG THE COASTAL MARINE AREA, RIVERS AND LAKES------- 48
4.7.1  Objective - Maintenance and Enhancement of Public Access 48
4.7.2 Policies 48
4.7.3 Methods 49
4.8 NATURAL HAZARDS 49
4.8.1  Objective - Adverse effects of Natural Hazards 49
4.8.2 Policies 50
4.8.3 Methods 50
Chatham Islands Page iii Operative

Resource Management Document



4.8.4  Anticipated Environmental Results 50

49 AIR QUALITY 51
4.9.1  Objective - Retain Standard of Air Quality 51
4.9.2  Policy 51
4.9.3 Methods 51
4.9.4  Anticipated Environmental Results 51

410 HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 51
4.10.1 Objective - Prevention and Mitigation of Effects of Hazardous Substances -- 51
4.10.2 Policies 52
4.10.3 Methods 52
4.10.4 Anticipated Environmental Results 52

411  WASTE MANAGEMENT 53
4.11.1 Objective - Waste Disposal 53
4.11.2 Policies 53
4.11.3 Methods 53
4.11.4 Anticipated Environmental Results 53

412  SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT 54
4.12.1 Objective — Subsequent Uses 54
4.12.2 Objective - Provision of Services 54
4.12.3 Methods 55
4.12.4 Objective- Esplanade Reserves and Strips 56
4.12.5 Methods 56
4.12.6 Anticipated Environmental Results 56

413  DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 58
4.13.1 Background 58
4.13.2 Objective 58
4.13.3 Policies 58
4.13.4 Methods 58
4.13.5 Anticipated Environmental Outcomes 59
4.13.6 Development Contribution Purposes 59

PART 6 DEFINITIONS

PART 7 APPENDICES

PART 8 PLANNING MAPS

Chatham Islands Page iv Operative
Resource Management Document



