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CHATHAM ISLANDS – KEEP OUR ISLANDS UNIQUE

The Chatham Islands is a unique part of New Zealand. This uniqueness is reß ected in its largely unmodiÞ ed coastal 
dunes, limestone outcrops, waterways and marine environment. It is reß ected in the high number of endemic 
species that occur nowhere else in the world, such as the black robin, taiko, numerous threatened plant species, 
freshwater Þ sh and insects.

The Chatham Islands is also unique because it has relatively few pests. However, established pests such as gorse, 
possums and goats are already impacting on our economy, on many of the natural ecosystems of the Islands, and 
may cause the extinction of threatened species. The establishment of new pests will result in increasing impacts and 
increased costs of control.

The Chatham Islands Pest Management Strategy must be reviewed every 5 years. This Strategy is the result of 
a 2 year process to review the 2001 Pest Management Strategy. It provides an over-arching framework for the 
management of plant and animal pests, for the next 5 years and more.

Key changes from the 2001 Pest Management Strategy are:

•  an emphasis on maintaining an internal border between the Chatham Islands and mainland 
New Zealand;

•  the establishment of three major pest management programmes and associated objectives;

•  identiÞ cation of pest management responsibilities and obligations;

• clear identiÞ cation of pest management obligations;

• a stratiÞ ed approach to gorse control; and

• recognition that pest control on the Chatham Islands is in the national interest and therefore, the  
need for an inter-agency approach to pest incursion response for pests established in New Zealand,   
but new to the Chatham Islands.

This Strategy is our main tool through which the Chatham Islands Council and the community can work together to 
minimise or prevent the impact of pests.  Thank you for your continuing interest and support.

Ka mou te wehi o te warua moutere nui

Owen Pickles

General Manager

Chatham Islands Council
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PART I: INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

1 -  INTRODUCTION

This document is known as the Chatham Islands Pest Management Strategy. Throughout
this document it is referred to as ‘the Strategy’.

The purpose of the Strategy is to protect the regional values of the Chatham Islands by preventing the establishment 
of pests new to the Territory, and by managing the adverse effects of established pests.

The following results are anticipated:

a) The Chatham Islands as a whole will remain free from surveillance pests currently known to be present 
on mainland New Zealand but absent from the Chatham Islands.

b) Pitt Island will remain free from ship rat, Norway rat, kiore, hedgehog and possum.

c) Total Control pests on the Chatham Islands will be eradicated.

d) The densities of Containment Control pests on the Chatham Islands will be maintained or reduced.

The Chatham Islands Council (the Council) is of the opinion that an incursion response action plan is critical to 
the successful implementation of the Strategy. However, the limited resources of the Council, coupled with the 
exceptional circumstances and characteristics of the Chatham Islands Territory mean that a multi-agency integrated 
approach is required in relation to incursion response. This is outlined further at Section 1 in the ‘Strategic Approach’ 
section.

The Strategy will take effect on the date that it is made operative by the Council in accordance with section 79F of 
the Biosecurity Act 1993 (the Act). The Strategy will remain in force for 10 years from that date. 

The Council may review the Strategy if it believes it is failing to achieve its purpose or if there is a signiÞ cant change 
in circumstances. However, where the Strategy has been in force for 5 years or more and it is more than 5 years 
since a review of the Strategy, then the Council must proceed to review the Strategy. Any review may result in the 
amendment or revocation of the Strategy, or no change to the Strategy, or an extension of its duration. 

The Strategy has effect within the administrative boundaries of the Chatham Islands Territory (Figure 1). This 
comprises the islands known as the Chatham Islands and the area of the territorial sea adjoining those islands as 
deÞ ned by the Chatham Islands Council Act 1995.


